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Old rap her Family. 


NCE upon a Time there lived 
an Old Lady in a Market Town 
cloſe by the Side of a /arge 

| navigable River. Being born 

with good natural Talents, and having 
from her Youth a Head for Buſineſs; 
at her firſt Coming into Life /e kept 

a Shop in the Haberdaſhery Way, and 

turned the Penny very well, by deal- 

ing in Tapes, Incles, Kerſeys, Se. In 

Proceſs of Time, by ſpending little, and 

ſaving a ors deal; by following certain 

B 1 


(2) 
thrifty Proverbs, delivered down to her 
from her Grandmother, fuch as © Al. 
« ways keep a Penny in Store, Look be- 
ce fore you leap, a Stitch in time ſaves 
te nine, &c. ſhe found herſelf in very 
eaſy and comfortable Circumſtances. Her 
Trade was now ſo much enlarged, and 
her Shap-men ſo very numerous, that ſhe 
thought be might very well retire from 
behind the Counter, and leave the Ma- 
nagement of her domeſtic Affairs and Fa- 
mily to the Direction of ſome of her od 
ftexd Servants, on whoſe Fidelity ſhe 
might ſafely rely. She ſignified her In- 
tentions to all her Shop-men, who hum- 
bly adviſed her to ks choice of about 
twenty-/ix elderly Men, of grave Deport- 
ment and ſolemn Countenance, to over- 
look her Houſhold, which was now grown 
as magnificent, as any Duke's in the 
Land. To this the Old Lady made no 
other Objection, than that fhe thought, 
out of common Decency to her Sex, a 
Dozen of the Number, at leaſt, ſhould 
always be old Women hke herſelf ; which 
Propoſal, as it was in no reſpect unrea- 
ſonable, was inſtantly complied with, as 
well as ever after invariably obſerved. 

> Though 
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(3) | 
Though to each of theſe venerable Cha- 
racters the Care and Management of a 


parti cular Diftri or Part of her Houſe- 


hold was aſſigned, yet the Old Lady, out 


of her charitable Goodneſs to theſe ſu- 


perannuated Servants, allowed to every 
one the Privilege of keeping ſomebody un- 


der him, to do bis Buſineſs for him; ſhe 


extended her Compaſſion ſo far, as to 
let them take their Turns in riding in 
her old faſhioned, lumbering Coach; al- 
ways inſiſted on their being cloathed very 
warm, whenever they came into her Pre- 
fence, and ſo contrived it, as to give 
them little more Trouble and Fatigue in 
this Office, than that of eating heartily, 


and drinking plentifully at her Merry- 


makings, of which, as ſhe loved Hei 


tality, ſhe had a great many every Year. 


When the Od Lady fir? opened Shop, 
ſhe applied to the neighbouring Lord of 
the Manor for his Licence, as well as his 
Protection. Both theſe were granted ber 
on a folemn Compact, that ſhe ſhould 
perform Suit and Service to him, and 
appear at His Court Baron, and Court Leet, 
as often as he iſſued out his Summons, 
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accordin g to the Cuſtom, either in Tak 


or by her lawful Deputy or Deputies. It 


was farther agreed, that ſhe ſhould have 


all her Privileges ſecured to her, ſo long 
as ſhe kept herſelf unſuſpected of having 


any Dealings, by Letter or otherwiſe, 
with g certain fooliſh, nonſenfical, balf= 
witted Fellow, who pretended to have the 
real Right of the Manor veſted in him, 
but having 0 uſt or legal Grounds to g 
on, he was forced to fly his Country, and 
to get into the Houſe of as great a Rogue 


as himſelf, for fear of being treated as 


all Impoſtors ought to be. Many Peo- 


ple thought this Par? of the Bargain 
was not quite palatable to the Old Lady ; 
but as Intereſt, for the generality, will get 


the better of Opinion, for the ſake of the 


one, ſhe gave up the other, tempered her 


Prejudices with Caution and Prudence, 


and forced her Paſſions to become ſub- 
ſervient to her Advantages, 


In order, therefore, to keep well with 
the Lord of the Manor, and not to run 
the Hazard of being preſc ſented at the 

* him, ſhe eſta- 


Court annually held 
bliſhed a Cuſtom of chuſing four Per- 


I ſons 
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NE 4 5 * 1 | 
ng out of her Houſhold 70 appear in ber 
behalf at it; who, by the Lord of the 
Manor Gran were to continue in this 
Character and Capacity for three, fix, or 
ſeven Years, as his Pleaſure ſhould di- 
rect; at which time ſhe made a freſh 
Choice, and as a Mark of her great Im- 
artiality, ſhe ſuffered every one of her 
Po meſtics and Shop-men, to give bis 
Opinion as to the Syficiency of the Ser- 
vant who offered himſelf, from the Ma- 
jor-domo, who did the Honors of her 
Table, down to the AREA Scullion in her 


_ Kitchen. 


It 8 now that he Rd 
of Time brought on the Period, in which 
her old Deputies were to quit their Of- 
fees, and a Power of Attorney was to 
be renewed, either to them, or any four 
others, who, from Merit, or Caprice, 
which latter generally held a very ſtrong 
Bias, might be n into © this Sort a 


Service, 


Thee approaching * and Alte- 
rations, made, as may be eaſily conceived, 
a great Noiſe and 1) * in the old 
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Lady s Family. The Peace and "TRY 
of it was immediately diſturbed : 
The uſual Duty and "Buſineſs 3 
ed: The Stewards Table began to 


mutinous, and of courſe every T Sig 


was together by the Ears, in the Ser- 
vants Hall. Even the beſt diſpoſed of 
them, who for the five or /ix laſt Years 
had kept quietly at their Work, in their 
different Callings, from the Garret down 
to the Cellar, now ran bawling about the 
Streets like Madmen, lJook'd big, kept 
their Hats on before their Betters, ſwore 
they were free-born Men ; and as an In- 
ſtance of their licentious Notions of Free- 
dom, they would for Two-pence, bid 
the old Lady, nay even the Lord of the 
Manor himſelf, kiſs their A—, 


Theſe tumultuous Proceedings made 
the old Lady very uneaſy : Her Reſt was 
broke every Night by the late Hours the 
Family kept, and by the Noiſe and Di- 


ſturbance which Drunkenneſs generally 
brings with it. The principal Object, 


therefore, in view, was to reduce as 
ſoon as poſſible, every Thing again to 
ſober Order and e by ſeerng 


perfelf” 
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herſelf the Perſons, who came recom- 


mended to her Service, and to examine 
into her Characters, as they lay open 
before her, either from her own perſonal 
Knowledge, on a former Trial, or from 
what other People writ, or ſaid of them, 
or from what they either vurit or ſaid of 


themſelves. 


The largeſt Room in her Houſe was 
opened for this Purpoſe, and amidſt the 
numerous Aſſembly which ſoon filled it, 
there appeared ſeveral Perſons dreſt in 
white Frocks, which was a Diſtinction of 


Habit particularly at this Time put on by 


thoſe who intended to er themſelves. 
The firſt that appeared in this Dreſs 


was SLEEPY BEATLE, Who had been in 
her Service before, and thought fat 
would be a ſufficient Reaſon for his be- 
ing taken into it again: But he did not 
conſider that in the Courſe of many. Years 


he had done nothing to work himſelf into 
the old Lady's Efteem, or to advance his 


Character: He had a Drowfineſs about 
him, which is a marvellous Impediment 


to all Aclivity, and an Underſtanding = 


clogged 
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clogged continually with Doubt and Per- F 

N plexity. He was frequently ſeen Neeping _ | 
\ in Corners, or eating pickled Herrings * 
| with dirty Fiſhermen, when he ought to = | 
| have been minding the o Lady's Buſi- vv 
| neſs at the Lord of the Manor's Court. % 
If his Advice was aſked, he never gave a Y 

direct Anſwer. This was thought by 3 


ſome to be owing to a cautious . 
which ſeldom. determines Haſtily; but 
others imputed it to a perplext Imagina- 
tion, which never can comprehend 01 
ftinfly. And yet theſe grave, and ow!- 
like Talents, gave to the happy Proprie- 
tor of them, not only his Flatterers, but 
Admirers. If any one. of the Houſe- 
maids had loſt ſome Money, he was the 
cunning Man, who was to caſt the Fi- 
gur, to ſet the Sezve and Scigzars, to de- 
tect the Thief. If any Difference hap- 
pened between the Footman and Stable- 
boy, he was to reconcile it. Theſe, and 
fuch lie Feats, made him be called the 
Oracle of the Family; and indeed this 
| = Alluſion was quite applicable to him, for 
. like an Oracle he pretended to underſtand 
more than he knew, and was equally am- 
nh in anſwering. 
Bos 


(9) 
Bok STILL ee next, Who urg⸗ 
ing his Pretenſions very modeſtly, was 
anſwered by the Old- Lady, That the 
had no Gbiection to his Character, and 
therefore would P'S him in her 
£0? Thoughts.” * ; 


Every body ſmelt Divi Proxi® as 
\ ſoon as he came into the Room; from 
the ſtrong Smack of the Anchovey which 
ſtill hung about his - Cloaths, tlio they 
were now all over embroidered with Gold, 
and lined with $:/k. He brought his 
written Character in his Hand; which 
he got ſome better Pen- and- ink Man, 
than bimſelf, to draw up; or elſe the 
Old Lady would have been at à Loſs to 
have known what were his Pretenſions: 
For tho' ſhe had been over per ſuuued to 
make him one of her Upper. ſervants 
(which ſhe had repented of more than 
- once, from - finding he was no Friend to 
the preſent Lord of the Manor, ) yet ſhe 
thought he had ſome Modeſty in him, 
which would: have been a Check to his 
- Forwardneſs, if he conſidered what he 
_ #0as, and what he aimed to be. She, 
Do imagined he only. put himſolf 
GA G in 


_ cauſe theſe Fortune telling Jades on pon 
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in her Way, to receive the ordinary com- 
pliments paid to new- married Men; or 
ſhe concluded he had Buſineſs enough at 


home, to employ - any one reaſonable Man; 


and, therefore, out of Tenderneſs to his 
Bride, {for the Old Lady was mighty con- 


ſiderate) the could not be ſo unconſcion- 


able as to defraud her of any of Dicky's 


Services. Add to all this, that ſhe very 


much ſuſpected (for Reaſons beRt known 


to herſelf) Dich Fa ne, in e 
Relation. 


Ride Grtrsk ix now came in view, 


with his white Froch curſedly beſpat- 
my with Dirt, which he got by try- 


at the Service of a Tripe-woman, 


on the other Side of the River. He ne- 
ver really minded the Old Lady's Buſi- 
neſs, from the Time he got his 5 Riſe 


in her Family: And of late, inftead of 
waiting and attending on her Concerns, 
as he ought to have done, he was idling 


away his Time among Strollers and Gyp- 
fies, to whom he was. very partial, and 


was weak enough to believe he ſhould 


better his Situation in the Family, be- 


(ut) 

fing his Hand with a Silver Six-pence, 
_ pretended to ſee ſome Good coming to 
him on the Line of Life. He wanted to 
get at the Speech of the Old Lady, that 
he might aſſure her of his moſt faithful 
Services ; © but his Brethren of the Cloth 
adviſed him to with-draw, for they were 
ſore, the Old Lady would look on every 
Thing he ſaid, 4s 4 mere N 


Juſt at * Time a  2all Pique; 2 
ralled in a long Cloak, large Mig, and 
broad Bever, which he vaild to nobody, 
came ſtalking very ſoberly acroſs the 77 
Room; he would have paſſed thro un- 
noticed had not the Old Lady ſpy'd him 
out, and “ Sure, ſays ſhe, (or my Eyes 
are worſe than uſual) that muſt be 
« Toun BARNARDINE. My oldeſt Deputy 
é to ſerve me ſo! But old Men, as well 
« as old Women, will have, I find, their 
_ © Humours. — However, he might have 
e juſt paid me the Compliment: of putting 
<« on the white Prock, and offering him- 
<«« ſelf with the reſt; he relies, IN War- 
© rant, on his paſt Services, and thinks 
"Bs l cannot do without Pim,” NY 
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In the midſt” of theſe : Reflections, 
WILL ALEWORT: preſented | him 
ſelf ; the Old Lady chuchled, when ſhe + 
ſaw, by Wii's Dreſs, what his Inclina - 
tions were. WIIIL had a Cleverneſs and 
F | Dexterity about him, whieh ſo Arongly 
= attached him to the Old Lady, that ſhe. 
5 was determined never to diſeard him, as 
long as he world continue in her * — 3 
WII I had Parts that took the Old pe 4 Bj 
|| Senſe: and. Meaning like Lightning; a 
[| Hint, or Half 2 Nard rating, was 2 
78 enough for WILL. He had her Intereſt. 
i ſo much at Heart, that he conſtantly ex- 
lh amined the Tradeſmens Bills, and made 
the proper Deductions; on the Renew- 'N 
al of any of her Leaſes, he ſhewed his, YN 
Fidelity in getting larger Fines than any 4 
Body, as well as his Honeſty in not tak- 
ing one Half- penny by way of Pound- 
age. But nothing pleaſed the Old Lady 
more than WIrI's Good nature and Com- 
paſſion, in charitably aliiſting ſome + 
poor fatherleſs and motberleſs Children in 
their Maintenance, which the Qld Lady, 
great as her Circumſtances were, and 


fond as ſhe was of the hens could not 


long 


. TS 
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3 


fiirred himſelf... He was ſo re 
low at delivering a Meſſage, that when. 


(282) 
long have continued, unleſs WILL. had be. 
ady a Fel- 


ſhe had any Thing of Conſequence: to at 


of, or ſay to, the Lord of the Manor, while 


his Courts were fitting, ſhe always in-- 
truſted. him with it. When he came 
there he explained his Lady's Meaning fo: 


clearly, attended to every Part of her Re. 


queſt ſo diligenth, and replied to all Queſ- | 
tions ſ% honeſtly, that he always had the 
Good-luck to bring a better Anſwer from 


the Court than ſhe expected. Tho the 


other three Deputies looked with an 


1 Evil eye on W1LL, for having the Aſſu- 


rance to prefer the Old Lady's Intereſt to 


his own, which had never been either 


their Intent or Practice; yet the other 
Parts of the Family reſpected him much 
for it; and if they had any Points of 
their own to carry, they were as ſure of 
his Willingneſs to ſerve. them, as they 
were almoſt certain of having a flat Re. 
fuſal from the reſt. If any Perſons want- 
ed to have their Watches + nickd, and 
better regulated, W 1L1s Spectacles were 
on his Noſe in an Inſtant, and the Buſi- 
neſs was done in a Trice. He was like- 
W ken BA. 
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that he preſerved to t 
Grand-daughters, the becoming Privilege 


. 
wiſe a Dab at recovering bad Debts + 4 for 
them, and no leſs lucky in getting Mo- 
ney out of the Fire ||. WILL having been 
better brought up than the others (for 
he could write without "mz/-ſpell:ng the 


Words) had all thoſe Notions of Ele- 


gance, which for the moſt Part attend a 
liberal Education. This made him fee! 
for alf the Old Lady's female Relations 


and Dependants, en 2 Report had got 
abroad, that by ſome terrible Accident 
or other, they were in Danger for the 
future of wearing nothing better on their 
Heads by Way of Ornament than Ferret 


and Galoon, or than Serge and Linſey- 


Woolſey, for their Church-going Gowns. 
His Complaifance therefore to the Ladies 


made him take their Caſe into Conſider a- 


tion, and he fo effectually removed the 


Hardſhip intended to be pu upon them, 
e Old Lady's 


of viſiting their Coufins in a ft Gown 


and Top- not; and even to their Cham- 


ber- maids the comfortable, and cleanly 


Enjoyment of a Printed-linnen , to take 


phy 

+ G—gia Bill. | P—p—r C—r—cey at 

a, N. eee, I At for imp—g 

R—w S—lk from Per —a, by the Caſp—n S—a, 
{| Gum Senega. 
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42 a Walk in, on a Sunday's Evening. The 
Women always acknowledged theſe Fa- 
vours, with a Curt'ſy, whenever, they 
met WILL in the Street; and the Shop- 
| keepers (at leaſt a great many of them) 
1 never thought of him, but with Grati- 
2 tude; for by theſe, and many other Acts 
of his, he not only extended the Old La- 
dy's commercial Intereſts, and enlarged ber 
Capital, but kept ſome 'thouſands of her 
inferior Servants from Ruin and Beggary. 


Preceded by Marrow-bones and Cle- 
vers, by the Sound of brazen Kettles, 
by the Drumming of Oiſter-barrels, by 
the Winding of Cow-horns, and all other 
Inſtruments emblematic of Noiſe, Diſſo- 
nance, and Emptineſs, Wit. HuRRi- 
CANE comes riding in on an empty Pun- 
cheon. He would have come much 
ſooner, but was delay'd by letting off a 
number of Squibs and Crackers in the 
Streets, 1n order to alarm the Neighbour- 
hood, and get a great Mob at his Heels. 
This Set of valuable Fries had upon 
every Occaſion given him the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhing Marks of their Favour and 
Countenance. Nor was this to be won 
_ der'd at; for his Abilities were fitted 
1 moſt 
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moſt exactly to the Size of their Ui. 


EEj 8 
e * _ — * — — . * * 5 0 


1 
> —_ _—_— 


2 1 
TOR 


nA rn A WEE 
r re. 
* * 
* 


ob 
— 


* 


— 


ſtandings. When he came upon the 
Old Lady's Premiſes, few could give any 
Account of him, but that he was no 
ways connected with the Family; that 
he was no Native; and that half a dozen 
Black-a-moor Fellows were always with 
him, whom he treated like Slaves, .and' 
offered to Sale, as if they had been 
Horſes. But he ſoon ſo dextrouſly got 


the Cry on his Side, by amufing, and 
darling the Family with ſpouting Smoke 


and Flame out of his Mouth ; by mak- 


ing wild Fire; throwing his Tourbillons 
about; flouriſhing on the Kettle- drums; 
playing at Snap-dragon, and other ſuch 


 Gambol-like Faculties, that, on the Death 
of one of the Old Lady's Upper-ſervants, 


his good Friends ſpit in his Mouth for 
good Luck, clapt him on the Back, hoiſt- 


"ed him on their Shoulders, carried him 
by force, into the Old Lady's Hall, and 


told her d-—mn her, it ould be the 
worſe for her, for they would blaſt. her 


Eyes and blow her Brains out, if ſhe did 
not immediately take, him into her Ser- 


vice. The Old Lady by no means re- 
liſh'd this Cut-throat Proceeding, but 


thinking it prudent ſometimes to give 


way, ſhe Velden to the Clamour ; and — 
* 


(73 


the bad occaſion to buy 4 great many 
Turbuts, Lobſters, &c. ſhe made him 
Overſeer of the Fiſh-quarter, as being. 
beſt able to encounter with the ſort of 
People who ſell that Commodity. Hav- 
ing got this Fvotingꝝ in Her Family, and 
being of an ambitious Temper; he aſpir- 
ed to be one of her Deputies. He was 
ſenſible the Old Lady knew little or no- 
thing of His Talents; ſo ſtanding a Tip- 
toe on his Puncheon, -he made the. fol- 
lowing Harangue, garniſb 4 with all the 
hs THR of Dane, 


May it pleaſe your Lad 1. and you 
Brethren of the Cloth: var 


10 Benumbed with the moſt Rimulat: 
© ing | Anguiſh; intoxicated with the 
0 blickeſt Melancholy, I have long ob- 
© ſerved all DRCENCY and Mex ATLTTY 
* unriveted from their Spheres, and hang- 
ing looſe in theit Sockets. I pine! 1 


%% CORRUPTION; hen I conſider 
eto what a Degree it has infuſed its poi- 


% ſonous Fang-teeth into the Minds of 


vas Family; z and like the burning 
RD D __* Can- 


* See Sir Aunitite FarerorT's Firſt and Se 
cond Addreſs to the Livery of On” 


droop! I ſicken! when I contemplate” 


* 


S Þ 

Cancer in the Zodiac, has cauſed * ſich. 
a Solſtice in the Regions of TRAFFIC 
© AND INDUSTRY *, that no ſenſible Ad- 
vance has been made in cither of them. 
is When Things ſtand ſtill, metaphors 
It * cally ſpeaking, they go backward. 
18 Could any one lead the /aborigus Sgua- 
| 4 * drons, with a maſculine Reſolution, be- 
=_ yond this Point of Retrogradation, it 
& would be a Benefit to Mankind, wor- 
it | thy the Power of 4 God, and to be 
ll | 5 wa, with Altars. But I come not 

| with a Bruſh in my Hands, to give 
< myſelf a White-waſh. I come not 
into your Preſence facrificing Incenſe 
ih up to my own Vanity, But give me 
1198 | leave to fay, I have a Tongue! an 
« ELOQUENCE ! a SouL! to ſpeak l to 
move ! to rouſe! I perfectly under- 
ſtand the ConSTITUT1ON of your Fa- 
4 mily, though I never lived in it three 
I Days; LIBER T herſelf ſmiled on my 


* 
* 


„Nativity, and I have an HEART that 

i" e withes all Things were FREEDOM, tho 

1 | II was born among SLAVES, and 

it | fucked the Dugs or CanNIBALs: But 
40 


I come. not with a Trumpet in my 
Hand, to ſound the ä of my 


2 FL own 
bill! i * See FREEPORT throughout, 
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| E 
own Praiſes, For ſuch is the bare- 
ec faced Cox RUPTION , that lurks in the 


Breaſts of the Servants of this Family, 
that no honeſt Man dare venture the 


Shipwreck of his Character, to the 


Gall of Miſrepreſentation. Give me 


leave to tell you, that DETRAcTION 


has drawn her Sword, HypockRIsy 
has thrown by her Scabbard, and that 
CoMMERce lies gaſping at every Vein: 


For fo open a Defiance is given to Ix- 


TEGRITY, that her uncorrupt Abettors 
are ſecretly wounded in the Dar#, But 
I come with a pruning Hook in my 


Hand, to blaſt this over-grown Con- 


RUPTION in the very Bud. I come 


with a Hand ſteady enough to hold 


the Balance of your LIBERTY and 


PROPERTY, and well qualified, Ma- 


dam, to weigh your great conſtitutional 


Points in their proper Scale. My ex- 6 
: ternal Property is great, your Servants 


know itz they have my Word for it. 


My internal directing Mind within, is 
as great as my external Property with- 


out; than which nothing poſſibly can 


ec be greater, except that great and ho- 
neſt n of my own, which guides 
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* my Pen, which lifts my Voice, which 
* rouſes the ſleeping Sons of LIBERTY, 
and fires the Indolence by which our 
Family ſuffers. I, who am poſſeſs d 
Fe of THESE GREAT QUALITIES, may 
© be juſtly called, to uſe a for-ever- 
te to- be- admired * IMAGE, a Garne 
** VERY GREAT MAN.“ 


While he was thus gambolling, and 
taking his Paſtime, Leviathan-like, in 
the great metaphorical Ocean of Elo- 
quence ; the poor Old Lady, quite over- 
whelmed with his Tropes, gaped, yawn- 
ed, and was juſt falling aſleep : But be- 
ing ſtartled with the frong Emphaſis with 
which he mouthed his I Words, ſud- 
denly rouſed herſelf up, and put an end 
to the Meeting, by telling them, that it 
was clearly for the Good of the whole 
Family, that they ſhould prefer old BER- 
NARDINE to be onę of the new Depu- 
ties, becauſe he was her aldeſ}, and well 
experienced Servant, That they ſhould 
likewiſe prefer WITT ALpwoRT, be- 
cauſe he had ſhewn himſelf both zealous 
and able, As to the others, ſhe would 
leave them to their own Judgments, with 


| this 
* Sec Faepronr thrcughout, 


this Caution, to pitch upon thoſe whe . 

beſt knew the relative Jntereſts between 
te Family, and the prefjent'good Lord of - 
the Manor, and who having lived eng 
in her Service, had riſen gradually in her 
Family, and could have no Points to pur- 
ſue, but what were ſtrictly connected 
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